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THEME VERSE: 

Then Joshua said to the people, “Consecrate yourselves,  
for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you.”   

 Joshua 3:5 
THE GOD OF REVIVAL: 
The Revivals of the Carolinas: G. B. Cashwell (1906-1907)

Born in Sampson County, North Carolina, G. B. Cashwell would play a key role in the mighty 
revivals that exploded upon the American landscape in the early 1900’s. He grew up on a farm 
during the depressing Reconstruction period after the Civil War. Cashwell was known to get into 
trouble as a teenager, especially after his father passed away. But he was always surrounded by 
Christians, not the least because his own family was key in starting a Missionary Baptist 
congregation in his town of Persimmons College (Keener).  

As a young man, Cashwell energetically pursued his career in the tobacco farming industry, 
training farmers in Georgia to grow the crop more effectively. In 1885, he heard Rev. Kendall 
preach the Gospel in his hometown of Keener during the revival that broke out there. He 
surrendered his life to the Lord and began ministering faithfully in the local churches, Many 
historians believe that he later joined forces with Rev. Kendall and A. B. Crumpler to traverse the 
eastern towns of North Carolina with the Gospel and the message of Holy Spirit sanctification. 
Burning with this call from the Spirit, they awakened many townfolk from spiritual apathy to a new 
life in Christ.  

Cashwell joined the Holiness Church in North Carolina in 1903. In 1906, he was conspicuously 
missing from the annual Holiness convention. He felt he had fallen short of the standards of holiness 
but was in process of restoration. In fact, he wrote to tell those in the convention that he was 
enroute to Los Angeles at that very moment to seek a baptism of the Holy Spirit. 

Cashwell had heard reports of a great revival fire burning bright in Los Angeles on Asuza Street. 
Those in attendance spoke of supernatural gifts of the Holy Spirit that brought healing, divine 
manifestations, and speaking in tongues. It stirred up deep longings within Cashwell’s own heart for 
a touch from the Spirit that would turn the world upside down for Christ. He boarded a train that 
was headed straight for LA, and over the next 6 days, he fasted and prayed for what awaited him.  

What did he see? Upon arriving, he witnessed a congregation of whites and blacks and Asians, of 
all ages, men and women, worshipping the Lord. He observed educated men mixing with the 
homeless and the desperately poor. There was dancing and singing and the speaking in unknown 
tongues. There were healings and miracles and supernatural fire. Clearly, the Holy Spirit’s presence 
was tangible. However, one thing caught him off guard and caused him to hesitate. He noticed 
that the leaders, not just the attendees, were often included African-Americans and many of the 
uneducated.  

For five days, he wrestled with the seeming breakdown of proper social order in the meetings. He 
pressed forward in more prayer and more fasting. All the while, he desperately sought a baptism of 
the Holy Spirit. Finally, he simply surrendered to what God wanted. A group of young black men 
laid hands upon him during one meeting, and it was then that Cashwell received his Pentecost 
blessing. The church at Asuza let him preach shortly afterwards, and they even raised money to 
commission him and send him back as an apostle with the fire he had received. 

Cashwell returned to Dunn, North Carolina (about 150 miles east of Charlotte, NC), in December 
1906. He immediately rented a tobacco warehouse and starting preaching the Pentecost 
experience on December 31st. The Spirit alighted upon the attendees with the same Spirit-filled 
manifestations and dynamism of Asuza. Some would prophetically call this revival Asuza East. Even 



in the south, riddled with Jim Crow laws, this revival broke down social and racial barriers to lift up 
the name of Christ.  

The spiritual hunger for God soon surged and set into motion a month-long campaign. Almost all of 
the participants in the Holiness movement were swept into the experience of a new Pentecost in 
the Church. Over the next 6 months, Cashwell journeyed throughout the southern states with such 
fire and zeal that he earned the nickname “Apostle of Pentecost to the South.”   

For 3 years, until 1909, God used Cashwell to advance God’s fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit. As 
a direct result of Cashwell’s preaching, more than 10 denominations today can trace their 
Pentecostal lineage back to his untiring and powerful ministry.  More than 50 ministries today with 
the same heart are headquartered in this region of the South. And among the global Body of 
Christ numbering around 2.4 billion followers, about 600 million of them lay claim to the Pentecostal 
heritage that God prompted thru the obedience & sacrifice of men and women like G.B. Cashwell.      

THE GOD WHO ANSWERS PRAYERS: 

Praise God for how persistent prayers are resulting in babies being saved at the very doorstep of 
abortion clinics in our city. Last week, specifically, the lives of ten babies were spared as the moms 
changed their minds as they paused and reflected on their real choices. One abortionist doctor 
did not make his rounds on Tuesday morning at the Latrobe clinic, and 4 couples took this as a 
clear sign to choose life for their baby!  

PRAYER REQUESTS THIS WEEK: 
FOR THE CITY: 

• UNDERSTAFFED NURSING HOMES. There has been a shortage of trained caregivers in nursing 
homes nationwide, but the problem is especially difficult here in Charlotte this year. Pray that 
God would raise up numerous compassionate and skilled nurses and workers to assist in caring 
for the many needy residents. Pray that churches would find new ways to share Christ’s love and 
Good News with residents.  

FOR THE WORLD AND FOR MISSIONS: 

• PEACE IN UKRAINE. Continue to pray for peace in the country of Ukraine, that the bombing and 
shootings would soon end and peaceful negotiations would emerge. Pray for the refugees 
fleeing the country, that God and His people would provide for them and comfort them.  

• CHILDREN IN HUNGER. Please pray for the many children in the world who are going hungry. Even 
children in America, especially in the Appalachians, do not get enough to eat.  Please pray for 
missionaries and pastors ministering to these children that they would have enough money to 
buy the needed food and that they share the love of God with these kids.. 

• OPEN DOORS MINISTRY IN SYRIA. Syrian security officials are currently monitoring and asking 
probing questions to Open Doors partners. Pray for protection for those working with Open Doors 
as they continue to work for the Gospel in Syria. 

FOR LOCAL MINISTRIES AND REVIVAL: 
• LOCAL CHURCHES. Pray for those in our local churches, that many would clearly hear the 

Shepherd’s voice and heed His call for their lives. Pray that God would intercept runaway lives so 
that they are transformed at the heart level. Ask that Christ’s humility to replace deeply rooted 
pride and arrogance. (Matthew 11:28-29) 

• FOR REVIVAL. As Palm Sunday arrives, we observe Holy Week leading to Easter Sunday: Pray our 
city to awaken to Christ’s Lordship. That believers will remain resolute in their hope for Christ’s 
return at the end of the age. (Revelation 22:20). For a revival from God to make history again! 

FOR MORE, VISIT WWW.THINKREVIVAL.COM   
For Discussion Questions, go to: www.thinkrevival.com/Stories/HistoricBlog/    
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