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THEME VERSE:
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
His love endures forever.
THE GOD OF REVIVAL:

Psalm 136:1

Do You Give Thanks for Revival?

Have you ever wondered why God works through historic revivals? After all, isn’t the cross of Christ
enough to deal with our sins? And isn’t the Holy Spirit sufficient to work in the lives of believers to
change this world? Well, the cross IS crucial, for Jesus paid through the cross - as only He could the price for the sins of the world. Anyone who repents of their sins and trusts in Christ will be
forgiven and cross over from death to life. And, yes, the Spirit IS indeed powerful in us to secure our
salvation, to empower us with spiritual gifts to build up one another, and to imbue us with authority
to deal with spiritual forces.
But, that doesn’t mean the world is all rosy and perfect. It doesn’t mean we can snap our fingers
with some magical gauntlet and fix all the problems on earth. We live in a world where free wills still
often rage against God and His people. And the Church can and will suffer at the hands of evil
leaders and their followers and even demons. We Christians throughout Scripture and history have
often endured torture and been murdered for our faith. These facts are indisputable.
So what’s a child of God going to do? The solution is not seeking to amass more wealth or more
power or more popularity in order to win over the dark tide of evil in the world. It’s not about better
tech or smarter people or a bigger Youtube channel. What is it about? It’s about turning to God.
Turning to God once again. Praying to Him. With purpose. With humility. With longing. With
anticipation. Wanting to see the God who is our Deliverer storm - with brilliant light - through the
darkness once more.
The God who is Creator of all things, who commands the vast host of angel armies in the Heavens,
who is Almighty and the Ultimate Healer, is waiting… He patiently waits for His people to pray and
to call upon His name. He longs to see whether His people truly want Him to step into the fray,
whether they really want Him to be present in their midst. You see, He wants revival MORE than any
one of us, more than any prophet, more than any revivalist. He desires to gently reach out and kiss
His bride, to stir her heart with fresh fire, to awaken souls that often seem dead.
But do we want Him?
Do we want our Father God more than we want our distractions and entertainment? Do we long
for Him more than our shopping lists and our vast collections of toys? Do we cry out for Him more
than we cry out for our cravings and selfish wants to be satisfied? Do we make room for Him to
draw near and sit with us and walk with us each day? Do we long for God’s presence - which is
the essence of revival - to sweep over and fill every corner of our hearts?
The bad news is that, honestly, we probably don’t want God as much as we could.
The good news is that God isn’t looking for perfection in desire or sinlessness or sacrifice.
He looks at the inclination of the hearts of His people.

And if history is any indicator, when He sees that their heart is ready, He is more than willing and
prepared to pour out His mighty Spirit upon us again, breaking through all the darkness that has
taken root and taken hold in the culture and in our own lifestyles. God has poured out revival upon
us time and time again even when we did not deserve it, but we so desperately needed it.
So, this Thanksgiving, I want to praise our great and glorious God! I want to thank Him for His
goodness, for His astounding loving-kindness. I want to give all thanks to God for giving us the First
Great Awakening, the Second Great Awakening, and more. Thank God for Asuza Street, for the
Hebrides, for Fulton Street, for the Jesus People. Praise Him for awakenings in Toronto, in Brownsville,
in the Carolinas, in India, in Africa, in Scotland, and all around our world! Join me in giving thanks to
the God of revival who stirs the sleepy, awakens the comatose, and raises the dead. Praise be to
God who is MORE than willing to bless us with His immense presence again even when we don’t
deserve it. Lord, make me hungry for You and bring revival again!

THE GOD WHO ANSWERS PRAYERS:

There’s much to be thankful to God this week. There are the small things, like the mild autumn
weather and richly-colorful foilage that has recently blessed the Carolinas. There are the big
things, like how God is using folks like Sean Feucht to travel extensively to spur others on to worship
God and seek revival. And we can also praise God for this holiday season, as we pause to give
heartfelt thanks to God and to reflect upon and celebrate the birth of our Savior.

PRAYER REQUESTS THIS WEEK:

FOR THE CITY:
• PROTECTING TEACHERS. The newly proposed budget for North Carolina allocated additional
raises for teachers, but it purposefully left out all teachers from the Charlotte-Mecklenburg
county. Despite much hard work and sacrifices, teachers in this school system will not get any of
this extra pay despite the surge in inflation this year. Pray for our local teachers: for godly
wisdom, for patience, for skill in teaching and care for our kids. Pray for fair rewards for them.
• COVID-19. Let’s keep praying that the numbers of infections and serious outcomes stay low and
do not increase even as winter approaches. Pray for divine protection for us all and supernatural
healing for those who get sick. Pray for an end to the pandemic soon.
FOR THE WORLD AND FOR MISSIONS:
• OPEN DOORS MINISTRY. Pray for protection for local partners in Iraq and Syria who work with
Open Doors, as they travel to different provinces to minister and train believers to be leaders in
their churches. Pray for a rich harvest of souls and good fruit in the leaders’ lives.
• NEW SYRIAN BELIEVERS. Pray for 50 new believers this week who converted from Islam and were
baptized in Syria: for divine peace and joy in their salvation. Pray for those leaders who are
ministering to them and for the 30 other new converts who are wanting to be baptized.
• SAT-7 FRUITFULNESS. Pray for the SAT-7 ministry, a satellite broadcast of Christian media, as they
make the Gospel available to everyone in the Middle East and North Africa.
FOR REVIVAL:
• REVIVE US. O Lord, stir our hearts with deep gratitude and thankfulness for who You are and all
You have done for us. Thank You for the gift of revival in our history and the promise of revival
once again as we call upon You faithfully. Help us to long for You and hunger for You in these
difficult times. Let us trust You and depend wholly upon You. Revive Your people again!
FOR MORE, VISIT WWW.THINKREVIVAL.COM
For Discussion Questions, go to: www.thinkrevival.com/Stories/HistoricBlog/

