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THEME VERSE: 

Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.  
The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak. 

 Matthew 26:41 
THE GOD OF REVIVAL: 
The 1904 Welsh Revival: Lessons Learned (Pt 4)
In 1904, God responded to the intensifying revival prayers of believers in Wales by pouring out His Spirit 
in various places. One young man Evan Roberts had been praying for revival daily for 13 years. That 
year, at 26 years of age, Evan, the son of an ordinary coal miner, was raised up and sent out by God 
despite little formal education to spread the revival throughout the nation, leading to a profound 
impact around the world.   

What are some of the lessons we can draw from this revival? 

One unmistakable lesson is the significance of prayer. Not just any prayer, but prayers that long for 
Christ to be exalted and for God to restore life to the church. These are prayers for revival. Prayers 
that are fueled by the story of Pentecost and the early church and the stories of historical revival. 
Prayers that affirm our spiritual bankruptcy when mankind too easily relies upon its own resources and 
power. Prayers that desperately call upon our Savior and God to rescue us from sin and this world’s 
darkness. Prayers that ask God to transform our city, our nation, our world. In the years preceding 
1904, Wales was steeped in prayer for revival. Individuals like Evan Roberts and Seth Joshua and 
many other believers committed themselves to pray for this. Persistently. Passionately. And their 
hunger and longing for more of the Holy Spirit only intensified over time. No revival is ever birthed 
without a significant movement of prayer. 

Another lesson is the importance of encouragement and guarding one’s heart from undue criticism. 
Real revival is not well-received by all Christians. At one revival meeting in 1904, a church leader told 
the revivalist before the service began: “I have prayed that the Holy Spirit not come today.”  The 
stubbornness of this person was quite discouraging. In spite of this petty man, God decided to pour 
out a mighty move of the Spirit on the whole church that day. In another incident, Evan Roberts 
found himself being publicly criticized in the newspaper by a well-known and highly educated pastor 
in that town. Evan was accused of not leading the true revival. In fact, the pastor promoted his own 
brand of revival meetings to compete with Evan Roberts. Evan kept quiet, but the discouraging 
words cut deeply. By 1906, Evan was feeling the weight of a hectic schedule and the self-doubts 
inflicted by his critics. As he struggled with the effects of depression, he was convinced to back away 
and retire from the revival by jealous leaders.  Although the Welsh revival continued on a bit longer 
through other believers, it lost a very pure and powerful spokesperson whom God had chosen for the 
task. Revivalists need to surround themselves with trustworthy friends who can re-affirm their calling 
from God. 

A final lesson is found in that the revival itself brought about profound changes in society. God used 
revival to deeply change individual hearts, but this powerful move of the Holy Spirit also transformed 
the fabric of society and the character of the culture. This led to healthier families and relationships, 
reduction of debts and crimes, and progress in social justice. Today, as God’s very presence touches 
lives, it also powerfully impacts neighborhoods and cities and nations and the future of nations. It 



begins with revival. It starts with God’s mighty outpouring of His Spirit upon a people and a place. 
Let’s not forget nor trivialize revival. Let’s not rush to get past its messy aspects. Seek revival because it 
means pursuing His presence in our midst. Press into revival and let God do a miracle to make history 
in your midst. 
 
THE GOD WHO ANSWERS PRAYERS: 

• In this season of wonder, give thanks to our God the Most High who still is in control over the 
kingdoms of the world and will make all things work out for the good of those who love Him.   

PRAYER REQUESTS THIS WEEK: 

FOR THE NEEDS OF THE CITY: 

• COMFORT. Pray for the hearts of those that are unable to be with loved ones this time of year. 
We know the deep sadness many are experiencing without family, so may the Lord be near! 

• UNITY. Pray that the unity of Christ’s church in our city will continue to bear much fruit as we 
head into 2021. Now more than ever, may we be the city on the hill! 

• COVID-19. Pray for safety and good health during the holiday season. Continue praying for the 
availability of safe and effective vaccines and treatments.. Pray for God’s healing touch upon 
those who are sick. Pray persistently for the pandemic to end soon.  

FOR THE ECONOMY AND BUSINESSES:   

• Pray that the federal stimulus program including PPP gets to business owners and economically 
suffering Americans in time. Pray that families and small businesses most impacted by COVID 
shutdowns will receive needed help; that permanent business closures will be averted; and that 
no additional lockdown measures will be required. 

• Pray that despite the hardships brought about by COVID that Christians in the marketplace will 
show the love of Jesus through their generosity and acts of community service and that non-
believers will be drawn to Christ by the love they see in His followers. 

FOR LOCAL MINISTRIES AND REVIVAL: 

• CHURCHES. Pray that the churches may continue to joyfully point to the birth of Jesus Christ in 
this time and be light in their commuities. May they find new ways that meet the greatest needs 
of those around them. Pray for creative opportunities to pray and worship together.  

 • REVIVAL. Pray for increased awareness of God’s presence and what He is saying to His people 
about the need for revival. Ask that God would draw us deeper into intimacy with Him and also 
into greater longing for His power to sweep over our nation. Pray for many God-moments and 
miracles to make history in the coming year.  

FOR MORE, VISIT WWW.THINKREVIVAL.COM   
For Discussion Questions, go to: www.thinkrevival.com/Stories/HistoricBlog/


