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THEME VERSE: 

For I know that through your prayers and God’s provision  
of the Spirit of Jesus Christ what has happened to me  

will turn out for my deliverance. 
 Philippians 1:19  

THE GOD OF REVIVAL: 
The 433A.D. Revival in Ireland

In the period leading up to the 5th century, Ireland was a beautiful island, lush with emerald green fields, 
but also enveloped in deep darkness, as warlords and mystical druids held sway over the land. Raiders 
would also often take their ships and venture to the nearby islands to terrorize and enslave those they 
encountered. The inhabitants of Ireland wielded a barbaric reputation in those days, and they lived their 
lives devoid of the Gospel. 

In the year 400AD in Roman-occupied Britain, a young boy named Patrick and some of his friends one day 
were playfully exploring the coastland near his home village. Patrick had been born into a Christian family, 
but although his own father had served as a church deacon, he himself never took his faith seriously and 
was practically an atheist in his teenage years. That day, marauders from Ireland landed on their coast and 
abducted the young 16 year old Patrick and his friends, taking them back to Ireland on their slave ship. 
There, Patrick was sold as property and forced to work as a shepherd for the Chieftain Milchu on the slopes 
of the Slemish Mountains.  

Milchu was a Druid high priest, and Patrick learned from him the Druidic religion of the Irish. But during those 
cold, hungry, and lonely years, Patrick also encountered God the Father who protected him, and he drew 
near to Jesus who alone was his Savior. He would often, throughout the day and night, cry out to God and 
seek the Lord in prayer. One night, after six years as a slave, during a time of extended prayer and fasting, 
he heard the Spirit tell him that he would soon return to his home country. Shortly after, God told him, “See, 
your ship is ready.” So, Patrick escaped from his captors and hiked 200 miles to the west coast. There, God 
provided a ship that did eventually allow him to board and travel all the way back to his home. 

Patrick was relieved to finally be free and back home. But as his faith continued to grow, one night he 
experienced a dream where the Irish people were beckoning him to please return to them because they 
needed him. He resolved to train as a minister so that he could go back as a missionary. He was in his 40’s 
when he finally was sent back to the Emerald Isle where he had once been enslaved. There he boldly 
spoke to priests and kings alike, calling for them to end their worship of pagan gods. He longed to see the 
Good News spread throughout the island regions. As an itinerant evangelist, he was not always welcomed 
by the fierce inhabitants, but he passionately preached the Gospel and supernaturally overcame attacks 
from evil spirits as well as released miracles of healing. It’s been reported that he raised more than 30 
people from the dead during his journeys. Always persistent in prayer, he once fasted for 40 days and nights 
for the salvation of the Irish people. After 29 years of ministry, he was used to bring countless thousands to 
the Lord and to help start hundreds of churches. He also left a legacy of advocating for the end of slavery 
in society. God honored Patrick’s faith and boldness and compassionate obedience as the Holy Spirit 
moved mightily through him to bring the fires of revival to Ireland. 

THE GOD WHO ANSWERS PRAYERS:

• THANKSGIVING. Praise God for the opportunity this week across our nation to gather with family, 
virtually or otherwise, to give thanks to God for all His goodness and provision and protection! 
Thank you, Lord, for the salvation we have in Jesus!   



• MEDIA. With al the negativity that surrounds the media these days, praise God for the Fox 46 
news channel that stepped up last month to assist a family burdened unexpectedly by large 
medical bills for their child’s birth. Their advocacy helped reduce their bill by over 90%.  

PRAYER REQUESTS THIS WEEK: 

FOR THE NEEDS OF THE CITY: 

• REDUCING HOMICIDES. Since the number of senseless homicides have increased this year for 
our city, pray that any spirit of anger or hatred or violence is dispelled from our communities. 

• REACHING YOUTH. With ministry harder to do during the lockdowns, pray that God would raise 
up more ministers in the most needy areas, and that God would give opportunity and favor in 
reaching out to the youth who need mentoring and coaching.  

• DISPLACED FAMILIES. Pray for those 15 families displaced by a sudden fire over Thanksgiving. 
Pray that God would use the church to minister to them and care for them as they rebuild after 
this disaster.   

FOR NEEDS IN OUR ECONOMY AND BUSINESSES:   

• THANKFULNESS. Pray that an “attitude of gratitude” to prevail among businesses that are still 
making ends meet in the current economy and that the Lord will use them to provide for the 
needs of the less fortunate. 

• MARKETPLACE REVIVAL. As many have believed that the next great spiritual revival will arise from 
the marketplace, pray that leaders will step up to call out and bring together Christ-followers in 
the business community to unite in prayer, evangelism and discipleship. 

FOR LOCAL MINISTRIES AND REVIVAL: 

• LOVE LIFE CHARLOTTE. Thank God for a great Week 40 gathering in Charlotte last Saturday to 
pray for God to be honored in our city through decisions to choose life. Let’s keep praying that 
abortion would end in our city and that churches would step up to help those who decide to 
keep their babies or give them up for adoption.  

• FOR THE CHURCH. Pray that the church would seek forgiveness when we fail to use the authority 
and supernatural power available to us. With COVID-19 negatively impacting our ability to 
assemble, may our prayers increase in boldness. May the church choose to walk more deeply 
with Christ in prayer, in the Word of God, and in times of reflection, both individually and in our 
families. Lord, awaken our city to show compassion, love and joy during these times of 
celebration during the Christmas season.  

• REVIVAL. In Ezekiel 37, God heard Ezekiel’s cry to revive a nation that had grown cold and was 
spiritually dead. O Lord, shake the dry dead bones in the churches of Charlotte, and blow with 
the Holy Spirit until a great army of God stands up to live and fight in all of our churches. O God, 
may we see fire fall from Heaven in revival as never before in our city! 

FOR MORE, VISIT WWW.THINKREVIVAL.COM   
For Discussion Questions, go to: www.thinkrevival.com/Stories/HistoricBlog/


