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THEME VERSE: 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;  
his love endures forever. 

 1 Chronicles 16:34 
THE GOD OF REVIVAL: 
The 1860 South Africa Revival (Part 2)

In 1860, a young South African pastor named Andrew Murray went to visit the site of revival at the 
Worcester farm. He was astonished by what God was doing and returned to his church with his 
own heart freshly ignited. Shortly after this, he led worship in one part of the building, passionately 
calling upon God for a spiritual awakening. Meanwhile, at another meeting at the same time in 
another room, a young black girl in the service was invited to sing and to pray. Everyone there in 
attendance started to hear a resounding sound in the distance that drew closer and closer. In the 
midst of a deafening roar, the whole congregation burst into prayer and could not be quieted.  

Pastor Murray was at first very concerned by the disorderly sounds of so many people praying at 
the same time, but several days later as folks were overwhelmed by God’s presence and broke 
out in prayer once again, a stranger approached Murray and told him: “I think that you are the 
minister of this congregation. Be careful what you do, for it is the Spirit of God that is at work here. I 
have just come from America, and this is precisely what I witnessed there.” From then on, Murray 
showed more flexibility and grace regarding people’s behavior as the revival spread out from his 
church.  

Through the latter half of 1860, the revival flames surged out to the whole of the Cape of Africa as 
those who experienced God’s fire carried it to new places. God had stirred up a great spiritual 
hunger in people, and no one wanted to miss out on this move of God. The urge to pray gripped 
people’s hearts, and a zeal for evangelism led to many salvations each and every day. The crime 
rate dropped to all-time lows, and the prisons started to empty out. Local believers and churches 
began to work together in unity, and many young people re-dedicated themselves to serve in 
ministry or on the missions field.  

All this began on a little farm and then in an ordinary church in Worcester, South Africa. And 
prayer was always at the center of it. One little known fact is that Pastor Murray’s father, Andrew 
Murray Sr, had also been a pastor. Ever since 1822, he had covenanted with the Lord to labor in 
prayer for revival every Friday night. After 38 years of faithful prayer, his eyes welled up with tears 
of joy as he heard the amazing news that his son was witnessing the long-anticipated outpouring 
of revival upon the land.  

THE GOD WHO ANSWERS PRAYERS:

• PHILIPPINES. Praise God for His protection over the Philippines as the flooding from the recent 
storm is not as bad as was feared. Important areas for the community and for ministry did not 
get hit by the floods.   



PRAYER REQUESTS THIS WEEK: 

FOR THE NEEDS OF THE CITY: 

• COMPASSION. As reports of deep disparities between racial and socioeconomic groups in the 
city continue to surface this year, pray that the Church would find and implement ways to 
address these needs with compassion and understanding and practical love for one another.  

• OVERCOMING COVID-19. As COVID-19 infections continue to increase across the country, pray 
that God will contain the spread of the disease and bring healing, even as we head into winter. 
Pray for diligent and safe practices as we go out, and that believers would be seeking to love 
and serve our neighbors during this season.  

• PEACE IN OUR COUNTRY. Pray for God’s ongoing peace in our city and nation as the disputed 
states from the election resolve any voting irregularities. Pray for God’s protection over our 
election process and the leaders of our nation.  

FOR NEEDS OF THE WORLD AND IN MISSIONS:   

• TIKOPIA PEOPLE. Pray for the Solomon Islands and the island of the Tikopia People. There are 
1200 locals and they do not have a completed New Testament in their native language.  Pray 
for the completion of the New Testament now in progress and for the Tikopia people’s salvation. 

• SAT-7. Pray for the ministry of SAT-7 as they broadcast Christian programming into areas of the 
Middle East with the Gospel message.  Pray for listeners to experience faith in Christ and find 
solutions to life's problems in the Scriptures. 

FOR LOCAL CHURCHES AND REVIVAL: 

• WISDOM WITH WORDS. Pray for a spirit of wisdom in the church in how we speak, that we would 
speak the Words of Christ lovingly in truth as the spiritual darkness grows in our nation. That we 
would know when to speak and what to say, and that we would know when not to speak. 

• JOY AND THANKS. Pray for a wellspring of joy and thanksgiving to flow from within the Church 
and throughout our worship as we take our stand as light in the growing darkness. 

• REVIVAL. Pray that God would make His bride, the Church, ready for the day He returns. Pray 
that He would find our hearts burning with longing to be with our Savior. Ask that our prayers 
would not lose their fire nor would we be discouraged as we wait. May God break any hardness 
in our hearts and replace it with hope-filled anticipation of a great awakening upon the earth.  
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